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May 5, 2011 
 
All Local Chairmen  (Email) 
UTU General Committee 386 
BNSF Railway Company 
 

Re: Participation in Safety Marathons 
and Enhanced Safety Training 

 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 
 
I have stated several times the decision to participate in local safety programs 
is entirely up to each local. 
 
As you all know, BNSF failed to recall furloughed employees in a timely manner, 
which was followed by their failure to hire new employees in a timely manner. 
This has caused a rampant increase in paper deadheads and cross utilization of 
manpower. Our members are routinely denied reasonable lay-offs and are working 
fatigued. Those same employees denied time off see their peers conducting a 
safety marathon. 
 
Therefore, I am encouraging UTU members to refrain from participating in Safety 
Marathons and Enhanced Safety Training until manpower levels are at a point where 
paper deadheads cease and our members can have reasonable time off. 
 
I am always,  
 
Fraternally yours, 
 
 
 
J.L. Schollmeyer 
General Chairman 
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